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IN THE NEWS 
October provided us with a few beauti-
ful days but many more rainy ones too.  
Eight school groups, four special tours, 
The Fall Colour Tour, Murder Mystery, 
Gun Show, several  weddings  and a 
few meetings filled our calendar. As we 
enter into November, we can look for-
ward to the Women at War & The 
Home Front educational program, 
hosted by the Passing the Torch Com-
mittee. This program  is open to the 
public on November 2nd & 3rd, so 
please drop by and experience the  war 
at home. November 19th brings the  
Elvis, Dean and Sinatra Salute to Su-
perstars Show which is sure to be a 

great night out with friends. As we 
wind down into the winter months, the 
Village closes to tours while the mu-
seum and diner are open Wednesday to 
Friday, regular hours and Saturday and 
Sunday, h the museum closes at 3:00.  

The Board Meeting will be held on No-
vember 8th with the elections to the 
board taking place. The General Meet-
ing is on the 9th.  There will be a spe-
cial guest speaker at the General Meet-
ing. Christine Bernaver will be speaking 
about the 2012 May  long-weekend Ro-
deo which will be taking place here at 
CTMHV.  

 November 

CTMHV closed       
Mondays & Tuesdays 

2nd-3rd Home Front   
Remembered 

8th:  Board meeting, 
7:00 pm 

9th: Jack Morris Auction 

9th:  General Meeting, 
7:30 pm 

12th: Marwood Andrews 
Auction 

19th: Elvis, Dean, &    
Sinatra Show 

December 

10th: Pot Luck Dinner 

18th: Breakfast with Santa                      
18th: Car Raffle Draw 

31st: New Years Eve Party 

* Reminder: There will be 
no more weekly Cruise-ins 

in the Diner  

 by Harry Fischer who had a 
farm/orchard just west of 
the Essex County Gravel pit. 
When the farm eventually 
became an extension of that 
gravel pit, he moved the 
pump next-door to the 
County Pit. There, the pump 
was restored by  County em-
ployees and put on display 
out front. Re-building gas 
pumps might not be a hobby 
of  Bill’s however, last winter 
he was looking for a project 
and decided  

There are often projects being  attempted, 
tackled, and successfully completed here 
at CTMHV, which some of us may never 
even hear about. As we all know, there is 
always something left on our never-
ending list of things to do. However 
many of those things do eventually get 
crossed off of that list. An interesting res-
toration has been taking place these last 
few months in our Transportation Mu-
seum. Bill Thoman has been hard at work 
restoring a  Canada Vulcanizer   Shell Gas 
Pump. The pump became part of our 
collection when  it was donated by the 
Essex County Highway Department in 
2004.  The pump  was previously owned 

GAS PUMP RE-BUILD 

Continued on  p. 4 



 

 Bartholomew Butler, Michelle Gulbransen as Martha 
Butler, Monique Romanowski  as Marigold Butler and 
Mary Ann Perry as Ivy Butler. Our Gossip gals       
included Myranda, Vanessa, Jessica and Breanna. It 
was another  fine murder created by  author Katherine 
Clark. Set in 1892 in the town of Butlerville, Captain 
Zacheus Butler is found dead in his own bed chamber. 
Was he poisoned? Did he die from ill health? Or, was 
his young new bride too much to handle? To find out 
if the butler really did do it read the December edition 
of  Through The Windshield.   

Elvis’ 1st movie, 
Love Me Tender 

opened in New York 
on November 15, 

1956. 

 

Mark your calendars! Not only will Elvis be  in the building on 
November 19th, but he will be joined by Frank Sinatra and  Dean 
Martin for a night of  pure enjoyment.  There will  be entertain-
ment for everyone as we rock the night away to the oldies but 
goodies. The menu will be tossed salad with house dressing, 
penne with meat sauce, Parisienne potatoes, honey-glazed carrots, 
barbequed  chicken, rolls & butter and for dessert, fruit trays and 
assorted squares. At time of publication we still had a few good 
seats left.. Tickets are $20 (includes tips, taxes and 2 shows) Call 
for ticket reservations 519-776-6909. 

THE BUTLER DID IT! 
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SINATRA , DEAN, TO  JOIN ELVIS 

THE PASSING OF THE WHIPPET 
A historical event took place this past June which wasn’t just another chapter 
in the book of the life of this beautiful 1928 Willys Overland Whippet. Ab Ives, 
a long-time member here at CTMHV passed  the “wheels” to his son Doug, 
(also a long-time member). We were privileged to have both Mr. Ives in atten-
dance at our Fall Festival of Cars where the Whippet was featured in our pass-
in-review. Doug remembers being twelve years old and being very excited 
about accompanying his father on one of their favourite Weekend Car Tours. 

The Whippet was purchased near Ken Mackenzie's home in Cottam with the bottom seat springs missing, no 
upholstery whatsoever and a steering wheel which was bolted, but not cor-
rectly.  Also missing  were the gas tank, instrument gauges, cloth top, a good 
radiator, and the much-needed body work . While some would, in Doug’s 
own words, consider this Whippet  a “basket-case” ,  his dad Ab, saw some-
thing special. And so began his own labour of love.  After over 28 years doing 
things the old-fashioned way, collecting parts from the east coast to the west 
coast and Florida, without help from the internet,  what a “loooong” way the 
Ives Whippet has come.–You may have read Ab’s article about the Whippet’s Restoration in Old Autos several years ago. 

October 29th hosted the annual Murder Mystery 
here at CTMHV. A slew of volunteers dressed 
the part and worked the crowds as a murder was 
set to be solved. Our cast of characters included: 
Ab Ives as Absalom Butler, Joe Lucas as Samuel 
Sawyer, Lisa Wacheski as Anais Butler, Ryan 
Tremblay as Andrew Porter, Barb Markham as 
Monique Lamorte,  Richard  Shaw as Constable 
Butler,  Rielle Shaw as Bettina Butler, Liana 
Berry as Belladona Butler, Richard Bleau  as 

On or about       
November 1, 1940, 
Dino Paul Crocetti 

went by the name of 
Dino Martini, later 

to be called        
Dean Martin 



Our 2012 Military Muster event will be held on August 25 and 26th. The 
show will be much larger this year with the after-
noon battle re-enactment each day being moved 
to the parking area to the immediate north of the 
museum. We will no longer have to drive vehicles 
down the Arner Townline and people who want 
to view the battles will have to pay to enter and 
not watch from the road. Our theme in 2012 will 
be the Vietnam War which many of us grew up 

with and experienced its effects in so many ways.  We have contracted 
for an actual  flying Vietnam War Huey Helicopter along with its 6 man 
crew and accompanying 8 to 14 Vietnam War “grunt” re-enactors from 
Indiana replete with all of their living history displays and full encamp-
ment set ups. Our WW I trench will be moved   to the north field as well 
where we will create a permanent trench. We will re-enact WW I, WW II 
and Vietnam war battles. There will be Vietcong re-enactors and  our 
usual German and Japanese re-enactors as well. 

MILITARY MUSTER 2012 
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In Flanders Fields                 
by: John McCrae 1915 

In Flanders fields the poppies blow 
Between the crosses, row on row, 

That mark our place; and in the sky 
The larks, still bravely singing, fly 
Scarce heard amid the guns below 

 
We are the Dead. Short days ago 

We lived, felt dawn, saw sunset glow, 
Loved, and were loved, and now we lie 

In Flanders fields. 
 

Take up our quarrel with the foe: 
To you from failing hands we throw 
The torch; be yours to hold it high. 

If ye break faith with us who die 
We shall not sleep, though poppies grow 

In Flanders fields. 

Special thanks to Kim Brimner, Len Langlois and of course, Len’s wife, Mary Anne for        
arranging a very good tour route, antique browsing, great lunch and an outstanding tour of the 
RM vehicles in Blenheim/Chatham. Also, special thanks to Barb, our wonderful cook, for showing up at 
5:00 am and preparing a most sumptuous breakfast buffet. The weather was a disappointment to the 10th 
power with rain, cold and wind, but  fifty-two people showed up for the tour and as it turned out, a great 

time was had by all!   

FALL COLOUR TOUR 2011 

 

You can get your              
New Year's Eve tickets      

by calling or                    
stopping by the Museum.                     

 Tickets are $30 each                        

Thank you to George and Nicki Brooks for the group 
photo below. 

GUN SHOW-Militaria and Hunting October 29th & 30th 

We did a terrific business at our first Gun Show last spring. We had over 
1,000 paying customers and our Diner did a brisk business.  At time of publi-
cation, we were expecting the same turn out  if not more people at our Octo-
ber Gun Show. Our vendor spaces were pretty much sold out and we were 
still receiving numerous calls from vendors and patrons for details about the 
event.. This show is a direct spin off of our Military Muster Show held annu-
ally in August.  It is  two days of history and artifacts not found in most 
other museums with qualified people  on-hand to answer any questions that 
you might have. We will have a follow-up to this story in the December 
newsletter. 



SOMEONE TO REMEMBER 

JOHN THOMAS PEER    

December 25, 1923-July 1, 1986  

 Wendy Caldwell, who works with her husband Bob in keeping our 
museum and village so clean and tidy each week, recently received a 
very special parcel in the mail from Kaziah Hancock , the Utah artist 
who was a guest at our Military Muster in August. Kaziah painted the 
portrait in oil on the right from using a photograph Wendy had of her 
late father, John Thomas Peer.  John Thomas Peer enlisted  with the 
4th Divisional Petrol unit, Royal Canadian Army Service Corp as a 
driver I/C at London Ontario on November 4th, 1941. On June 3rd, 
1942 he was attached to the 15th Canadian Lieutenant Field Ambu-
lance, Royal Canadian Army Medical Corp. In 1942, he was overseas in 
the United Kingdom where he qualified as a motorcyclist. (you can see 
an example of the type of bike Private Peer rode in our museum today). 
His enlistment took him to France and North West Europe in July of 
1944. He volunteered for the Canadian Army Pacific Force in May of 
1945 and was discharged on November 27th, 1945. John received the 
following awards for his service: 

1939-45 Star, France & German Star, Defense Medal , War Medal 1939-
45, CVSM & Clasp. 

This month we remember the contributions of  John Thomas Peer and 
his fellow soldiers. 

November 12th, 1944  

  32 British Lancaster Bombers attack and sink the 
 German Battleship Tirpitz 
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“They shall grow not old, 

As we that are left grow old: 

Age shall not weary them, 

Nor the years condemn [sic]. 

At the going down of the sun 

And in the morning  

We will remember them.” 

Taken from “The Act of Remembrance” 

Thank-you to Wendy Caldwell for sharing  
her father’s story. 

GAS PUMP (CONT’D FROM p. 1) 

At the National War Memorial in Ottawa, the 
Governor General of Canada among other 

dignitaries traditionally presides over the offi-
cial national ceremonies. Since the erection of 
the Tomb of the Unknown Soldier in 2000 at 
the War Memorial, the public now pays their 
respects by placing poppies across and 

near the tomb  

 to work on the gas pump.  He “got slowed down by the summer heat 
wave” and has spent the last few months finishing the project. One 
can tell by his time and patience, that this restoration was definitely a 
labour of love. OK, maybe not so much a labour of love as a labour of 
pure dedication! Thanks goes out to our other dedicated  volunteers  
who have helped Bill along in this restoration. Bill would like to send 
special thanks to Jim Williams, for donating needed parts, Ted Sum-
merfield and Bill Chappus, for welding all of the broken parts, and last 
but not least, the “Garage Crew” ( Glen, Roger, Jack and Ralph) for 
always being there to help move the pump around.  Bill is still looking 
for a “period-correct” hose nozzle and would greatly welcome the do-
nation of one  to complete the restoration. The pump in its glory can 
now be seen in Salon A of the Car Museum. 



zero on the scoreboard looked like an egg and was called 
‘l’oeuf’, which is French for ‘egg’.  When tennis was intro-
duced in the  US, Americans  (mis) pronounced it ‘love’. 

Q: Why do Xs at the end of a letter signify kisses? 

A: In the Middle Ages, when many people were unable to 
write, documents were often signed using an X. Kissing 
the X represented an oath to fulfill obligations specified 
in the document.  The  X  and the kiss eventually became 
synonymous. 

Q: Why is shifting responsibility to someone else called 
‘passing the buck’? 

A: In a card game, it was once customary to pass an item, 
called a buck, from player to player to indicate whose turn 
it was to deal.  If a player did not wish to assume the re-
sponsibility of dealing, he would ‘pass the buck’ to the 
next player. 

Well, I made it through October! What a great month it has been.  The school groups were amazing ! My volunteers  
are truly priceless in their experience, knowledge, and love of the Education Program. As November winds down, I 
am planning on taking another look at our Grade 5/6 program as well as our Christmas Traditions grade 2 pro-
gram. My goal is to assess the possibility of  breathing fresh life into both of these programs.  My hope is to bring 
them back to bolster our Education Program attendance during the winter months. I have been reading a lot of the 
material left by my predecessors and I am beginning to put together new program updates and lesson plans. If any-
one can remember volunteering for any of the previous programs, and you have any insight or ideas, please feel free 
to e-mail, call or drop by.  I would be very appreciative of any feedback you could provide. 

With so many split classes taking part in our program, I have found a way to offer both the grade 2  and grade 3 
programs at the same time. This way, when the schools bring their grade 3s back the following year, the students 
will not be doing the same activities that they did the year before.  Of course, this would not be possible without the 
help of our wonderful volunteers.  Our grade 3 program offers students a chance to become pioneers for a day by 
making butter and candles along with a real  1907 lesson in the school house. Our grade 2s learn about traditions 
which include quilting , square dancing and an old fashioned tea time.  

For our French speaking schools,  I am currently working on integrating as much French as possible into the pio-
neer program by using French names,  words and tongue twisters during our school lesson. If any of our volunteers 
can speak fluent French and would be interested in helping out with our French program, please give me a call. It’s 

great to be around children. They are our future and we are their past. What a combination!  -Lisa 

 

From the Education Desk 

Q: Why do men’s clothes have buttons on the right 
when women's  clothes have buttons on the left? 

A; When buttons were invented, they were very ex-
pensive and worn primarily by the rich.  Since most 
people are right-handed, it is easier to push buttons 
on the right through holes on the  left.  Because 
wealthy women were dressed by maids, dressmakers 
put the buttons on the maid’s right! And that’s 
where women’s buttons have remained since. 

Q: Why do ships and aircraft use ‘mayday’ as their 
call for help? 

A: This comes from the French word, ‘aidez’-
meaning ‘help me’-and is pronounced, approxi-
mately, ‘mayday’. 

Q: Why are zero scores in tennis called love? 

A: In France, where tennis became popular, round 

This is just in case you didn’t know...  
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So there! Now you know! 

-submitted by one of our very own members 



What’s been happening in the Museum?  
In case you’ve been wondering what’s been going on inside the mu-
seum this past month, besides lots of tours, weddings and meetings, 
just thought we’d let you know. First, the LED lighting has been 
installed in the museum which makes for a much brighter work and 
tour space.  Second, the floor has been repaired in the hall. Due to 
some water damage, the flooring had a few boards buckle and repair 
was definitely necessary. Jerry Glass, Bob Caldwell, Doug Coussens 
and Kim Brimner all worked to replace and realign the boards.  
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What happened in   
November? 

November 1st: The Canada 
Earthquake was felt in 3 prov-

inces and 17 states in 1935 

November 1st: The Model A 
starts production at Ford plants 

for $460.00 US in 1927. 

November 3rd:  The artificial leg 
was patented in 1846 

November 4th:  The first cash 
register was patented in 1880 

November 4th: Airmail Service 
opened between Canada and the 

US in 1920 

November 8th:  The Louvre was 
opened in France in 1793  

November 9th: JFK was elected 
President at 43  years old in 1960 

November 12th: The space shuttle 
Columbia completed its first 

flight in 1982  

November 22nd: JFK assassinated 
in Dallas 1963 

November 23rd: The New 
CTMHV Education Coordinator 

was born (year unknown) 

November 26th: The first street-
car in the world was put into op-
eration in New York (it was horse 

–drawn) in 1833. 

November 28th: The first skywrit-
ing display  took place in 1922. 

November 30th: The first docu-
mented occurrence of a person 

struck by a meteor in 1952 

Despite the rain the day before, the Fall Flea Market was still a go. Loyal ven-
dors and shoppers  lined the roadway to purchase their treasures. Although 
not as successful as our Spring Flea Market, we are happy to announce that 
the Fall Flea Market was indeed a success again.  It has been decided that the 
Annual Craft Show will now be folded into the Fall Flea Market, which ac-
cording to one loyal vendor of both is a great idea for vendors and treasure 
hunters alike. We are all looking forward to next year’s event and hoping for 
much brighter skies. We are still looking for a new chairperson for the Spring 
and Fall Flea Markets. If you are interested please call us at the museum. 

FALL FLEA MARKET 

Let’s Illuminate the Village! 
We have started a new fundraising campaign called “Let’s Illuminate the 
Village”. Our goal is to raise enough funds to purchase and install several 
light posts to line the walkway  so that we won’t be left in the dark at our 
special events. The posts will be put in place along one side of the walkway 
so that the power can be run down one single line and a main switch would 
turn on all of the lights at the same time. We will be accepting donations 
from now until early Spring with hopes of having all of the lights installed 
for our Springtime 2012  events. It is possible for a donor to  purchase an 
entire light post should they choose to.  For those who purchase a light 
post, we will have a plaque put onto the post which 
would announce the name of the donor or donor family. 
These light posts are the same type as the one that is cur-
rently in front of the ambulance museum and usually sell 
for about $200.00 each. For more details, please contact 
Kim at CTMHV. 

I've seen and met angels wearing the disguise of ordinary people          
living ordinary lives.   ~Tracy Chapman 



Traditions 

11. The man who keeps horses         
lives next to the man who lis-
tens to classical music. 

12. The man who listens to jazz 
drinks lemonade. 

13. The German listens to hip-
hop. 

14. The Norwegian lives next to 
the blue house. 

15. The man who listens to rap 
has a neighour who drinks 
water. 

 

 
My 12 year old son tells me there are no 
tricks here, just pure logic. 

·  In a street there are five houses, each 
painted a different colour. 

·  In each house lives a person of a 
different nationality. 

·  These five homeowners each drink a 
different beverage, listen to different 
music, and keep a different pet. 

WHO OWNS THE FISH? 

1. The Brit lives in a red house. 

2. The Swede keeps dogs as pets. 

3. The Dane drinks tea. 

Here’s a Puzzle: 
4. The green house is next to, and 

left of the white house. 

5. The owner of  the green house 
drinks coffee. 

6. The person who listens to rock 
rears birds. 

7. The owner of the yellow house 
listens to classical music. 

8. The man living in the center 
house drinks milk. 

9. The Norwegian lives in the first 
house. 

10. The man who listens to rap lives 
next to the one who keeps cats. 
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The first Remembrance Day  in 1919 was originally called Armistice Day. It was conducted to commemorate the end of the First 
World War. World War I ended on Monday, November 11th, 1918 at 11:00 am. From 1923 to 1931 Armistice Day was held on the 
Monday of the week  in November in which the 11th fell. In 1931 Thanksgiving was changed to October and November 11th be-
came the official day to  honour Canada’s war dead. At 11:00 am we observe two minutes of silence in their memories. 

The tradition of wearing poppies takes its origin form the John McCrae poem “In Flanders Fields”. John McCrae was a Canadian 
Medical Officer during the First World War.  

 Although Remembrance Day is  a statutory holiday in Canada, it is not recognized as such in the provinces of Quebec, Manitoba 
and Ontario.   There is great debate as to whether or not Remembrance Day should be a statutory holiday. One thing however is 
clear, Remembrance Day should be observed by all Canadians and it should never become an opportunity for retailers to profit 
from. Most schools provide assemblies and activities for their students so that our young will never forget the freedom that we 
have been granted at the expense of the lives of so many brave soldiers. “If ye break faith with us who die We shall not sleep, 
though poppies grow In Flanders fields.” (quote taken from “In Flanders Fields” by John McCrae) 

 

This was a first day back at school 
exercise for my son’s grade 7 class. 



Know what this is?  Where is it 
located on our premises?    

The owner of the Fish is the German 

6155 Arner Townline 
Kingsville, ON, N9Y 2E5 

Phone: 519-776-6909 
Fax: 519-776-8321 

Email: education@ctmhv.com 

“Through the Windshield” is published in Essex County by and 
for the members of the Historic Vehicle Society of Ontario and 
the Canadian Transportation Museum and Heritage Village.  Its 
purposes are to present business topics and varied items of in-

terest, and to promote a spirit of cooperation amongst our 
members and families, as we strive to preserve our past in the 
present for the future.  Any mistakes or errors in this newsletter 

are not necessarily the fault of the editor. 

Canadian Transportation 
Museum and Heritage Village 

       Chairman:  Harry Bergman 

Vice-Chairman:  Mickey Moulder 

         Secretary:  Mickey Moulder 

       Board:               Ted Brown 

   Jack Irving 

   Rick Laplante 

   Karl Melinz 

   Jim Moir 

   Dave Tanner 

   Sean White 

2010/11 HVSO Board of  Directors 

To contribute an article of interest,  
send to Lisa Wacheski  

at: education@ctmhv.com 

WE’RE ON THE WEB! WWW.CTMHV.COM 

 
Our apologies for the print quality of the October newsletter, 
for those of you who are mailed a copy. Some of the last 
pages appeared with a black streak across the bottom . This 
was due to our photocopiers both needing some maintenance. 
If you would like to receive your newsletter by e-mail please 
send us you email address. Thank-you. 


